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MARCH 23 — The storming of the U.S.
Capitol on January 6 by a racist mob in-
stigated by Republican president Don-
ald Trump shocked the entire world. It
was unprecedented in U.S. history. It
destabilized the world’s leading impe-
rialist power. Though the mainstream
media and Democratic Party politicians
screamed coup d’état and insurrection, it
wasn’t one. The rioters obviously did not
have the wherewithal to pull off the top-
pling of a government or the dissolution
of the legislative branch. Nor did Trump
\have the support in the military to carry

out a “self-coup,” like some tinpot dictator
such as Alberto Fujimori in Peru (1992) or
Ferdinand Marcos in Philippines (1972).
Rather, it was an attempt to use a maraud-
ing mob to intimidate Congress into not
certifying Democrat Joe Biden, the winner
of the 2020 election, as president. (And un-
der the extremely undemocratic U.S. sys-
tem of bourgeois “democracy,” Congress
does in fact have that power.)

It was a white supremacist lynch mob,
with fascists and fascistic paramilitaries
in the lead. January 6 recalled the kind of
assaults on elected governments that U.S.
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Democrat Biden's Regime:
Cold War and Racist Repression

imperialism has sponsored in Ukraine
(2004 and 2014), in Honduras (2009)
and repeatedly against the nationalist
Venezuelan regime — just to list a few
examples, many under Democratic
presidents. Until now the United States
itself was supposedly off-limits: there was
no U.S. embassy in Washington to pull the
strings, as the old joke in Latin America
goes. Instead, it was choreographed from
the White House. The racist nature of the
violent horde was visible in the many
Confederate battle flags, the banner of the
slavocracy and the KKK. That they were

lynchers was broadcast by the gallows
set up on the east side of the Capitol,
and confirmed by the messages about
hunting in the halls for legislators, and
calling to hang Vice President Mike
Pence, deemed a traitor for not doing his
part in the final act of Trump’s campaign
to block the results of the election.

The seriousness of the threats is un-
derlined in the evidence being presented
in hundreds of court cases that have
been brought against rioters, particu-
larly those involving the Oath Keepers

continued on page 5 )

Smash Fascist Threats With Workers Defense Guards to Defend All the Oppressed

Capitalist “Democracy” Falling Apart —
socialist Revolution the Only Solution

JANUARY 7 — Yesterday’s mob
rampage at the U.S. Capitol
was the culmination of Donald
Trump’s campaign of frenzied
claims that the November 2020
presidential election was “stolen.”
The assault on Congress was insti-
gated by Trump and his top lieu-
tenants, led by outright fascists,
spearheaded by white suprema-
cists brandishing the Confederate
battle flag of the slaveocracy, and
it was facilitated by the police.
Similar riots targeting govern-
ment centers are nothing new in
East Europe, where they have typ-
ically been organized by the U.S.
(Georgia 2003, Ukraine 2014),
and Yankee imperialism has un-
leashed them innumerable times
in Latin America. But they are
seen as novel in the United States
since the post-Civil War period’s
racist rampages against Recon-
struction. After all, Republicans
and Democrats alike claim this is
“the world’s greatest democracy,”
a “shining city on a hill” as union-
busting racist and warmonger
Ronald Reagan called the U.S. That was
hardly the scene on Capitol Hill on January
6. What the world witnessed was a chilling
acceleration, the latest bizarre and danger-
ous episode, in the spectacular unravel-
ling of “democratic” bourgeois rule in the
strongest imperialist power. What it dra-
matically underscores is that this capitalist
society is falling apart. The bankruptcy of
this decaying system of exploitation, impe-
rialism and racist oppression highlights the

Trump-Instigated, Fascist-Led, Police-Aided

Racist Mob Assault on Congresss

'BREAKING NEWS 84410, 4 .|
4 INSURRECTION IN WASHINGTON FOLLOWING TRUMP ENCOURAGEMENT

of thousands of enraged racists
and reactionaries, are plenty
dangerous, but the most pow-
erful and central dangers come
from the organs of state power
of the capitalist ruling class —
police, military, National Guard
— which brutally repress protests
for black rights and protect the
fascist terrorists. Democrat Joe
Biden is their new boss, and he
backs them to the hilt.

That the assault was directly
instigated by Trump is obvious.
It’s also recognized by key sec-
tors of the bourgeois establish-
ment in the U.S., which is genu-
inely shaken up by yesterday’s
events. The white supremacist in
the White House, defeated in the
November elections, set the date
for the riot, calling on his sup-
porters to come to Washington
for a “wild” time. Some 30,000
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Fascist-led racist mob of Trump supporters storms U.S. Capitol on January 6.

@NN | THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION: CONGRESS EUUNTS THE VOTE ‘

did. At a morning rally Trump
whipped them up, railing against
E “RINOs” (Republicans in Name

urgent need to fight for socialist revolution.

In the media and by numerous poli-
ticians the Capitol attack is described as
an “insurrection,” “coup d’état” or failed
“coup attempt.” Yet this grotesque ram-
page by a would-be lynch mob was not an
actual attempt to seize power (for which
they obviously didn’t have the forces), nor
was it the military trying to disperse and
shut down the U.S.” highest legislative
body. English doesn’t have very descrip-

tive terms for such actions. In Spanish it
would be an amotinamiento, in French a
coup de main. It was a mob assault aimed
at intimidating Congress into not confirm-
ing Democratic president-elect Joe Biden,
and failing that, to galvanize hard-core
Trumpers into an authoritarian movement
for future action. It was not a last paroxysm
of Trumpism, but a harbinger of danger-
ous times to come. The several hundred
fascists who turned out, together with tens

Only) and urging the crowd to
“walk down to Congress” in or-
der to “fight.” His lawyer, the ubergrifter
Rudy Giuliani who instigated the 1992
police riot against New York City’s black
Democratic mayor David Dinkins, called
for “trial by combat.” Donald Jr. warned
Democrats and Republicans who didn’t
support the plot to annul the votes of tens
of millions of voters, “We’re coming for
you.” This led even right-wing Republican
Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming to declare:
continued on page 17



‘Heroes for Exposing the Crimes of Imperialism

Free Julian Assange — No Extradition,
U.S. Hands Off Edward Snowden!

Wikileaks Has Performed a Public Service for All Humanity

On February 12, it was announced
that the U.S. Department of Justice
had filed a brief in support of a prior
appeal against the January 4 decision of
a British judge barring the extradition
of Wikileaks leader Julian Assange.
This confirms that the Democratic
administration of Joe Biden is continuing
to pursue the prosecution of Assange
begun by Republican Donald Trump.
Under the draconian provisions of the

Espionage Act, the founder of the internet
whistleblower site faces charges which
could total 175 years in prison for exposing
hideous war crimes by U.S. imperialism
and the “dirty tricks” of its spy agencies.
By going after Assange with a vengeance,
under both Republicans and Democrats,
the United States government is seeking to
put a stop to exposés of its secrets.

The U.S.” appeal of the British judge’s
ruling was a parting blow of the Trump

regime on its last day in office. In early
February, a “blue ribbon” coalition of civil
liberties and rights groups appealed to Biden’s
acting attorney general to drop the extradition
request and dismiss the original indictment
of Assange. Their letter emphasized that,
“The indictment of Mr. Assange threatens
press freedom because much of the conduct
described in the indictment is conduct that
journalists engage in routinely — and that
they must engage in in order to do the work

the public needs them to do.” New York
Times and London Guardian noted that
they use the same methods as Assange in
garnering information from insiders about
government cover-ups. They also published
information ferreted out by Wikileaks.

The mainstream bourgeois media
does on occasion blow the whistle
on some egregious misdeeds of some
governments. The Pentagon Papers,

continued on page 15
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Don’t Let Them Silence the “Voice of the Voiceless™

No Execution by COVID -
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Now!

As we go to press, it is reported that
while hospitalized on March 3, diagnosed
with COVID-19 and congestive heart fail-
ure, Mumia was inhumanely shackled by his
arms and legs to the hospital bed, exacerbat-
ing open bloody wounds due to his unrelent-
ing skin ailment. This is sheer medical tor-
ture, as was also the case with Jacob Blake
last August in Kenosha, Wisconsin, when he
was hospitalized after being shot in the back
seven times by police officers. The shackling
recalls the treatment of other Black Pan-
thers, including Huey Newton and Assata
Shakur, and the chaining of black slaves.
Stop the torture, free Mumia Abu-Jamal!

Mumia Abu-Jamal, a former Black Pan-
ther and the foremost class war prisoner in the
United States, has been imprisoned for the last
39 years in the dungeons of the Pennsylvania
penitentiary system, half that time on death
row, an innocent black man framed by the po-
lice. On February 27, Mumia was hospitalized
and diagnosed with COVID-19 and conges-
tive heart failure. Despite having chest pains
and difficulty breathing, four prior tests in the
prison infirmary returned false negatives for
COVID. It was only when he was moved to an
outside hospital that an accurate diagnosis was

made, following an outpouring of demands
that he receive appropriate medical treatment.
He is now back in the prison infirmary, in iso-
lation, his health in a precarious state.

Atage 67, Mumia’s life is further endan-
gered because his immune system has been
compromised by years of being denied treat-
ment for Hepatitis-C, until in 2015 he col-
lapsed in diabetic shock. He was only able
to get appropriate treatment by filing a court
suit on behalf of all prisoners suffering from
this debilitating and potentially lethal dis-
ease. Now, with two life-threatening condi-
tions in the midst of a deadly pandemic that
has killed over half a million people in the
U.S. alone, Mumia’s supporters are demand-
ing of Pennsylvania governor Tom Wolf that
Jamal be released on medical grounds along
with all other prisoners over the age of 50, all
who have contracted the coronavirus, or are
at heightened risk of death by COVID-19.

Now the National Union of Metal-
workers of South Africa (NUMSA), the
country’s largest union, has reiterated its
call for the immediate release of Mumia,
“framed by the corrupt racist justice sys-
tem in the U.S.” His “only ‘crime’,” wrote
NUMSA, “is exposing the racist, capital-
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ist justice system in the U.S. which for
decades defended and supported the Apart-
heid government.” Mumia’s life is in dan-
ger. Through criminal medical neglect, his
jailers could carry out the death sentence
that they have been unable to accomplish
over four decades, despite the racist judi-
cial system that rigged his trial and relent-
lessly opposed his legal appeals, as the
supposedly  “progressive”  Philadelphia
district attorney, Larry Krasner, has now
done as well.

The Internationalist Group has from
our inception fought for workers action to
free Mumia Abu-Jamal, as Brazilian teach-
ers and West Coast U.S. dock workers did in
1999. We demand that Mumia be immedi-
ately and unconditionally freed now, and ur-
gently appeal to others to do so. He has been
the courageous “voice of the voiceless” who
has tirelessly denounced injustice around
the globe. Don’t let them silence Mumia’s
voice! We print below the message he read
from behind bars at SCI Mahanoy to a Feb-
ruary 22 online panel on “Julian Assange
Appeal and the First Amendment.”

Julian Assange’s Gift

By Mumia Abu-Jamal

Julian Assange, one of the founders of
the Internet transparency outfit Wikileaks,
is widely regarded by the corporate press
as an enemy. Why? | believe the answer
can be gleaned by history of journalistic
breakthroughs that came, not from the es-
tablished press, but through alternative and
underground presses.

At the height of the Black Liberation
Struggles of the 1960s, Liberation News
Service produced film interviews with
people like Huey P. Newton, one of the co-
founders of the Black Panther Party. It was
a powerful breakthrough.

During the so-called War on Drugs, a lit-
tle-known journalist named Gary Webb from

Mumia Abu-Jamal
a tiny West Coast newspaper the San Jose
Mercury News broke the story of CIA drug-
running to black gangsters in Cali. Webb
won a Pulitzer and then came the counter
attack. The big news guns, the big papers in
New York, Washington and L.A., attacked
his reporting. Mercury cut him loose, and
thereafter news of an alleged suicide came.
What does this tell us about new news sourc-
es against the grain of the establishment?
Now, think back to the Iraq war: re-
member “weapons of mass destruction”?
How about Dick Cheney’s predictions that
“they’ll greet us as liberators”? Julian’s
Wikileaks broke through the state’s lies
like a battering ram. And then Wikileaks
released a video of a 2007 shoot-up of Iraqi
civilians by U.S. troops in an AH Apache
helicopter gunship, the accompanying au-
dio of laughter and guffaws as they shoot...

[Mumia interrupted by prison authorities]

He told the truth that only Wikileaks
could tell. In this wise, Assange and his
pals at Wikileaks showed the real face
of war, they showed the face of the U.S.
Empire. And he’s been treated like an en-
emy ever since. He broke through. And the
fiends of corporate media, like the state it-
self will never forgive him.

—From Imprisoned Nation, this is Mumia
Abu Jamal.
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Now Is the Hour — Organize the Unorganized with Workers Power!

Amazon union Drive in
Alabama Electrifies Labor

On-the-Spot Report

BESSEMER/NEW YORK - On
March 30, just one year after the
opening of the massive BHM1
Amazon warehouse in Bessemer,
Alabama, votes will begin to be
tallied in an election by 5,805
workers on whether to be repre-
sented by the Retail, Wholesale
and Department Store Union
(RWDSU). The union organizing
drive in Bessemer is being closely
watched by the media, business,
labor and politicians, from city
councils right on up to the White
House. It is an international event,
pitting workers making $15 an
hour against the second-largest
company in the world. And it is of
intense interest for Amazon work-
ers everywhere, and those fighting
for class-struggle workers action
amid the deadly pandemic and
coronavirus depression ravaging
the capitalist world.

The stakes are high, first of all for the
workers in the warehouse, whose shot at
moving beyond poverty pay with no rights
depends on the union winning. A victory
for the RWDSU would be the first suc-
cessful unionization election in the United
States against the Amazon distribution and
e-commerce monopoly, with over 800,000
employees in the U.S. and 1.3 million
worldwide. It would be a victory against
the viciously anti-union company headed
by Jeff Bezos, off and on the world’s rich-
est man, a robber baron in the tradition of
Vanderbilt, Rockefeller and Gould. It would
provide a beacon for desperately needed
union organizing campaigns at Amazon, its
Whole Foods subsidiary, Walmart, and for
workers throughout the U.S. and beyond.

At BHM1, which opened just as the
COVID-19 pandemic hit last March, the
Bessemer warehouse workers are about
85% black and about 50% women. Bes-
semer is a poor, deindustrialized, major-
ity black city. It also has a history of union
organization. Within a very few months, the
grinding conditions of Amazon employment
led workers to approach the RWDSU, which
has a regional office in Birmingham, 20
miles northeast of Bessemer. The RWDSU
already represents thousands of workers at
poultry and other food production plants in
Alabama, Tennessee and Georgia, and thus
had a network of organizers ready to assist
the Amazon workers.

While Alabama is an anti-union “right-
to-work” state as elsewhere in the South, it
has a history of militant class struggle in
campaigns that organized sharecroppers,
textile workers, coal miners, and steel
workers. Bessemer itself was founded as a
steel company town, but by the late 1930s,
the U.S. Steel plant was unionized by the
leftist-led Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers.
Organizing efforts in the South have al-
ways had to contend with the racist oppres-
sion of black people, the bosses’ biggest
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weapon when it comes to dividing work-
ers and busting unions. Alabama markets
itself to business investors as an anti-labor,
low-wage state, but it still has the highest
percentage of unionized workers of all the
states of the former Confederacy.

Amazon Relentlessly
Monitors Time Off Task

In February, The Internationalist sent
reporters to Alabama to cover and support
the unionization campaign. Workers hired in
Bessemer told us that they soon realized that
in the hyper-automated Amazon warehouses,
where the robots are treated better than the
human workers, they needed a voice. Work-
ers complain that they have to walk more
than five minutes from their workstations to
get to a bathroom, and if they have to wait
to use it, they can end up facing discipline
for exceeding the maximum amount of “time
off task” (TOT) allowed per day. TOT means
time of “inactivity” when scans are not be-
ing recorded (Amazon uses technology to
constantly monitor worker activity, in order
enforce a breakneck production pace).

On the eve of World War I, Henry
Ford launched the production line to mass
produce automobiles, with workers doing
repetitive action to achieve maximum ef-
ficiency in a non-stop flow. (Ford was later
a sympathizer of Nazi Germany, received
an award created by Hitler and used slave
labor in his German factories.) Amazon
warehouses today are Fordism on steroids.

Workers report that if they have any
problems, the company is unresponsive and
unaccountable. Managers refer workers to
Human Resources, and HR tells them to
go back to their supervisor. Instead of sick
days, if you miss a day of work you’re con-
sidered “on leave,” and leaves are handled
by an outsourced company which commu-
nicates poorly with the onsite management.
When Amazon notifies a worker that they
have possibly been exposed to a coworker

RWDSU organizers leaflet outside Amazon warehouse in Bessemer, Alabama.

who tested positive for COVID, they send
the worker home and tell them to get test-
ed, but they won’t pay them for workdays
missed while waiting to get test results.

There are a multitude of issues that could
result in discipline or firing, from not meet-
ing the production “metrics,” to “poor time
management” to dress code violations, and
these are used as a pretext for getting rid of
union activists. Without a union contract and
representation, the workers are at the mercy
of the bosses. One worker summed up why
she came to support the union: “Amazon is
so automated that I think it’s a detriment to
human beings. So | started to realize quickly
after a month or two months that this union
thing was probably the way to go, regardless
of how I felt about it before.”

RWDSU organizers told us that after
workers approached them and told them of
the conditions and sentiments in the ware-
house, the union realized that the facility was
a “hot shop” that could be organized rather
sooner than later. A major factor was the mas-
sive upsurge of anger and protest that erupted
across the country after the racist murders or
Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd and others.
During the long hot summer of protest last
year, many workers hired in the plant saw the
need to stand up for themselves as workers,
just as protesters stood up against racist cop
terror. Young anti-racist activists, both black
and white, were part of newly hired work-
force of the warehouse.

The Organizing Drive Takes Off

After a period of securing a base of
supporters in the warehouse, on October
20 the RWDSU launched an intensive
campaign to obtain some 2,000 authoriza-
tion cards to qualify for a vote according to
the rules of the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB), an agency of the capitalist
government whose function is to manage
and suppress class struggle. The RWDSU
set up a union tent next to a gas station

near the facility, put up signs and

banners along the roadways, and

stationed organizers at every en-
@ trance to the warehouse property
2 for every shift, starting at 4:30
a.m. and going around the clock,
where they handed out literature
and authorization cards.

The Amazon bosses were tak-
en by surprise, but soon realized
the union campaign had traction,
and in turn they launched an in-
tense daily anti-union propaganda
barrage at the workers. Spending
millions of dollars, Amazon hired
at least ten anti-union consultants,
paid $3,200 a day each plus ex-
penses, to hold “captive audi-
ence” sessions with the workers,
spreading lies and misinformation
against the RWDSU and unions in
general. These meetings “pissed
off” the workers, but continued
until the union representation vot-
ing began on February 8.

Anti-union messages were spread via
teleprompters in the warehouse, daily text
messages to employees’ phones, even stick-
ers in the bathroom stalls. Speaking of man-
agement’s anti-union campaign, a worker
told us, “Everyone there wants you to drink
the Amazon Kool-Aid.” The company set
up a slick lying anti-union website, “#Dolt-
WithOutDues.” It forced contract cleaners
in the warehouse, many of them former
prison inmates desperate for work, to wear
“Vote No” pins. It handed out T-shirts and
anti-RWDSU rearview mirror hang tags.
And Amazon hires off-duty Bessemer po-
lice, who sit in marked police cars with
lights always flashing, to keep union activ-
ists — and reporters — off the property.

Amazon brought in supervisors from
its facilities around the country to hound the
workers as they work. As one worker told us:

“There is a whole gang of them for each

shift. They will come to your station and

say we’re here to talk to you about the
union, do you have any questions? When
you are already confused and scared, this
person comes up to you and starts spew-
ing. They sent them all down here to talk
to us when you’re working. They are in-
credibly shrill and annoying. | have never
seen any of them do any task that did not
involve yammering in somebody’s ear.”
To account for the fact that harassing workers
while they work can’t help production (and
is a safety hazard), Amazon relaxed its pro-
duction quotas for workers subjected to these
verbal assaults. The bosses are hellbent on
stopping the union in Bessemer, so as not to
have an example set for other workers.

To obstruct the union organizers,
Amazon even induced Jefferson County
authorities to alter the traffic lights at the
main entrance to the warehouse, so that
for any car leaving the property, the light
changes to green in about three seconds.
This was done to prevent organizers from
having time to talk to workers waiting at
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the light. At this intersection, alongside the
RWDSU, we distributed a leaflet with our
article “Bust Bezos, the Modern-Day Rob-
ber Baron—Unionize Amazon and Whole
Foods!” (The Internationalist No. 55, Win-
ter 2019) to several shifts.

In a swift campaign of just about five
weeks, the RWDSU, assisted by the activ-
ists in the warehouse, achieved success
such that the union filed for an election with
the NLRB on November 20. Not knowing
exactly how many workers worked in the
plant, the union initially presented 700
cards and said it would represent 1,500
workers. Amazon told the NLRB that the
union was way short, in fact there were
5,800 workers there. The union then re-
plied, “give us 45 minutes,” and scanned
and sent all the cards that were needed. The
election was now authorized, and the cam-
paign which had flown under the media ra-
dar was now announced to the public.

Due to the COVID pandemic, the
NLRB ruled that the election was to be done
by mail. Amazon wanted in-person voting,
the better to intimidate workers — it even of-
fered to buy a hotel to provide a venue for
in-person voting. The NLRB rejected this
proposal. Amazon subsequently had the U.S.
Postal Service install a mailbox at the en-
trance to the warehouse, texting workers and
sending them mailers telling them to vote
“no” and drop the ballot in that mailbox.

Class-Struggle Unionism vs.
Appeals to Democrats

On February 6, on the eve of the mail-
in ballot period, the RWDSU held a rally in
cold rain in a field near the warehouse. This
was a demonstration of labor solidarity, with
representatives of the Teamsters, the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and
the Communication Workers of America,
some coming from Atlanta and New Orleans.
Labor solidarity is the key to organizing suc-
cess. The industrial unions were built by
“reds” in the 1930s and *40s — like the Com-
munist-led Mine-Mill union at U.S. Steel
— through hard, often bloody class struggle
against the capitalist governments, its police
and security guards (see box, “Fight Against
Racist Terror, Key to Organizing the South”).

On February 28, President Biden
posted a video on the POTUS Twitter page
expressing solidarity with the union orga-
nizing drive at Amazon (without directly
naming the company). Union leaders had
been urging this for weeks, and now they
are highlighting it. This recalls how in 1935,
after Franklin D. Roosevelt pushed through
the Wagner Act, Mine Workers leader John
L. Lewis declared, “The President Wants
You to Join a Union.” But while FDR’s law
legalized unions, it subjected them to elabo-
rate government control through the NLRB.
Democrats may issue statements in support
of workers seeking to unionize, but when it
comes time for a hard strike — which is what
it will take to win anything from Amazon —
these phony “friends of labor” have always
demanded that the union bureaucrats toe the
line and suppress workers’ militancy.

Stuart Appelbaum, the president of the
national RWDSU, also sits on the execu-
tive committee of the Democratic National
Committee, the leadership body of that party
of imperialist war, racist repression and cap-
italist exploitation. This underlines how the
labor bureaucracy chains the unions to the
bosses’ parties. But the road to successfully
organizing Amazon and other union-busting
exploiters will not be a policy of abiding by
the bosses’ rigged labor laws. An article in
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Bessemer’s history of labor organiz-
ing goes back a century to the International
Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers,
formerly the syndicalist-led Western Fed-
eration of Miners. A retrospective on Mine
Mill in Alabama on National Public Radio
(5 December 2018) starts with how in 1918
the miners working Red Mountain (so
called because of the iron ore found there)
south of Birmingham called in the radical
union to unionize the former Tennessee
Coal and Iron plant which had been taken
over by United States Steel. When a pair
of Mine Mill organizers showed up that
year — one black, one white — the company
formed a vigilante group which kidnapped
and beat them up, tarring and feathering
and threatening to lynch the black unionist.
That U.S. Steel-organized goon squad be-
came the Jefferson County Ku Klux Klan.

By the 1930s, Mine Mill was back.
80% of the miners were black, and Mine
Mill had both black and white workers
and union officials. In rigidly segregated
Jim Crow Alabama, this was a real threat
to the racist social order, and the union
was viciously red-baited. The union
had to meet in the woods, and during
strikes in 1934 and 1936, Red Mountain
became a battlefield. Eventually Mine
Mill was recognized as the official union
and won higher pay and better working
conditions. U.S. Steel struck back by
seeking to supplant black workers with
white workers, and by the late 1940s the
union was more than half white. This
was in the middle of the post-World War
Il “red purge” in the unions. The 1947
Taft-Hartley Act prohibited Communists
from being union officials, and CP-led
Mine Mill — the union featured in the
classic 1954 film Salt of the Earth! — was
! The film, about of the 1951 union organiz-
ing strike of Latino zinc miners in New Mex-
ico, was directed by Herbert Biberman with
screenplay by Michael Wilson, both blacklist-
ed by Hollywood as communists. See “Learn-
ing from Salt of the Earth,” Revolution No. 13
(November 2016).

Fight Against Racist Terror
Key to Organizing the South

Black and white coal miners in Birmingham in 1937 when the Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers established itself. An integrated union in the Jim Crow
South, Mine Mill was always under attack by bosses seeking to stoke racism.

kicked out of the Congress of Industrial
Organizations (CIO).

Then in 1949 the United Steelwork-
ers (USWA), led by anti-Communist bu-
reaucrats tied to the Democratic Party,
challenged Mine Mill in Birmingham-
Bessemer in an NLRB-ordered union
recognition election. “The night before
the vote, about 100 Klansmen rode by
the Mine Mill office, waving torches,
sounding horns,” NPR recounted. The
next day the USWA won the vote. So
here you had Democrat-led red-baiting
labor bureaucrats, using anti-communist
laws and a government agency to witch-
hunt a left-led union, and allying with the
KKK, which got its start in Birmingham
as company-organized vigilantes. And
today, Amazon once again is using labor
spies from the Pinkerton agency, which
got its start in union-busting in the steel
industry.

Conclusion: 4 class-struggle fight to
organize labor, breaking from the class

collaboration of the pro-Democratic
Party bureaucracy, is inseparable from
the fight against racist terror.

But Mine Mill didn’t go away.
Horace Huntley, a black historian
whose father and grandfather were in
Mine Mill, reported how in writing
his PhD thesis — the basis for his book
Black Workers” Struggle for Equality
in Birmingham (University of Illinois
Press, 2007) — he interviewed older
miners. One of them told him, “If not
for Mine Mill, Martin Luther King
could not have come to Birmingham.”
In fact, the integrated union laid the
foundation for the civil rights move-
ment, Huntley said. The stepfather of
Fred Shuttlesworth, who led the 1963
Birmingham campaign, was Mine Mill,
and “the mining district, the Mine Mill
area, for decades before the civil rights
movement, it had already been abuzz
with ideas about social justice.” B )

Bloomberg Businessweek (10 March) noted:

“Amazon has fought hard to keep unions

out of its U.S. operations and will have a

menu of options if the vote doesn’t go its

way, such as contesting the result, drag-

ging out talks with the union, or closing

the 855,000-square-foot warehouse en-

tirely, a prospect already on the minds of

some Bessemer workers and politicians.”
Note that at Amazon’s DCH1 warehouse
in Chicago, one of the first sites of pro-
union agitation last year by Amazonians
United, the company announced in De-
cember it was closing the unit, and gave
workers the “option” of working ten-hour
“megacycle” shifts that begin after mid-
night and go to around noon, or find a new
job, effectively excluding workers with
children to care for.

One way that union leaders express
their submission to capitalist laws is how
they answered Amazon’s union-busting
“do it without dues” appeal, by hiding
behind Alabama’s anti-labor “right-to-
work” law! The RWDSU’s BAmazon
Union Newspaper (February 2021) had
a front-page box declaring “Fiction: You

will have to pay union dues. Fact: The
State of Alabama never requires you to
pay union dues in a union shop.” This at-
tempt to conciliate company-instigated
backward consciousness will ultimately
boomerang against the union.

The RWDSU reports that as news of
the Bessemer union drive has spread, more
than 1,000 Amazon workers from around
the country have already contacted the
union, seeking information about unioniz-
ing their workplace. And in Italy on March
22, 8,500 unionized Amazon workers car-
ried out a national one-day strike against
Amazon demanding reduced workloads
and working hours. In Europe, unions have
carried out strikes and won representation
of many Amazon workers. But even there,
the giant company has run roughshod over
union complaints about the lack of COVID
protection in its facilities.

In lowa, where the Teamsters are or-
ganizing drivers and warehouse workers, a
union leader told the Des Moines Register
(26 February): “Amazon has proven, time
and again, that they have no respect for
the workers’ right to organize under the (Na-

tional Labor Relations Board) and the elec-
tion process.” Instead, the Teamsters would
rely on strikes to demand higher pay and
less stringent rules, “particularly regarding
how fast warehouse employees and drivers
have to work.” The organizing drives that
built the Teamsters into a powerhouse of
labor were waged with class-struggle meth-
ods pioneered by the Trotskyist organizers
of the Minneapolis Teamster strike of 1934,
independent of and against the capitalist
government and politicians.

Democrats, No Friends of
Workers — For a Class-Struggle
Workers Party

In the past year, while most of the U.S.
economy cratered, Amazon’s revenue was
up 38% (to $386 billion), its profits soared
by 50% (to $20 billion), the company went
on a hiring spree, increasing its number of
employees by more than 60% (going from
800,000 to 1.3 million worldwide in one
year) and Jeff Bezos’ net worth grew by
$75 billion (to $188 billion). As millions
of people stuck at home because of the
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coronavirus pandemic relied increasingly
on delivery services, Bezos and Amazon
are riding high, raking in the dough. Am-
azon workers, not so much: aside from a
couple months of $2/hour hazard pay in
the spring, employee wages have not gone
up at all. Yet these are front-line, essential
workers who have been hard-hit by the
deadly plague. Not that Amazon cares.

On October 1, Amazon reported that
20,000 of its employees had fallen ill with
COVID-19. This may seem like a stagger-
ing figure, but it almost certainly is far short
of the actual numbers. After complaints
about inadequate sanitary procedures and
failure to notify employees of cases, the at-
torneys general of New York and California
requested detailed reports on cases from
Amazon. The company has yet to turn over
the information. In any case, reports from
workers call Amazon’s figure into question.
In an open letter last July, Inland Empire
Amazonians United at ONT9 in Redlands,
California said they had received “at least
23 different notifications on our AtoZ page
regarding positive cases in the warehouse,”
while workers at a large East Coast facility
continue to receive AtoZ notifications of
new COVID cases several times a week.

Faced with Amazon’s stonewalling, the
California and New York attorneys general
have sued it over failure to comply with
subpoenas and to maintain safe workplaces.
The New York brief notes that “Amazon
received written notification of at least 250
employees at the JFK8 facility who had
positive COVID-19 tests or diagnoses,” that
in more than 80 of those cases the company
failed to close any portion of the warehouse
even after being notified, and even closures
of workstations of diagnosed workers were
perfunctory, often for only 90 minutes. Yet
even should these suits succeed, the result
would be no more than a slap on the hand
for the giant company. In California, Ama-
zon was fined only $935 each for two facili-
ties (Hawthorne and Eastvale) where work-
ers complained of unsafe conditions after a
manager died at Hawthorne.

On top of its willful neglect of COVID
safety, Amazon is notorious for its high in-
jury rate: 14,000 serious injuries in 2019, or
7.7 per 100 workers, almost double the ware-
house/storage industry rate nationally and
increasing every year. The Internationalist
Group has called for unionization at Ama-
zon for several years, and in particular for the
formation of worker safety committees em-
powered to close dangerous workplaces. Last
May 1, we joined with workers protesting
at DLA8 in Hawthorne, with signs calling

January-March 2021

VICTORY TO ’
BISSEMER, AL 8

AMAZON
UNIONY }’Nlbti** BUSTING!

DRIVEY

mmmmmnmw

NYC demo in solldarlty W|th Béssemer union organizing drive, March 4.

to “Unionize Amazon with Class Struggle”
and “For Workers Health and Safety Com-
mittees.” And at JFK8 in Staten Island, New
York, IG signs declared, “Amazon Workers:
Shut It Down, Clean It Up, Unionize!” and
“Trump & Democrats, Enemies of Workers
— For a Class-Struggle Workers Party.”

This is in sharp contrast to the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America (DSA), “social-
ists” firmly entrenched in the Democratic
Party. The Birmingham, Alabama, DSA has
put up banners and promoted the union cause
in Bessemer, while pushing for Biden to sup-
port the organizing drive. Now the DSA is
calling on Biden to “use his bully pulpit” to
support the Democrats’ “Protecting the Right
to Organize” (PRO) Act, which just passed
the House of Representatives. Marxists sup-
port any measure lifting restrictions on the
right to organize, but the DSA program of
pressuring the capitalist Democrats is coun-
terposed to the class struggle that will be
needed to build a fighting labor movement.
Similarly, the reformist Workers World Party
(WWP) has initiated national protests in sup-
port of the Bessemer union campaign, on
February 20 and March 20, while lauding the
union bureaucrats’ appeal to Biden and other
Democrats for support.

As we wrote in our article two years
ago: “What’s needed is to break the chains
that bind wage slaves to the modern slave
masters, to build a workers party to fight for
aworkers government! Solidarity — one sec-
tion of workers defending another and recog-
nizing that our interests are the same — isn’t
just a nice idea: it’s the only possible way in
which workers at Amazon, or anywhere else,
can fight back effectively and win. Organize
Amazon and Whole Foods workers!” B

Biden’s Regime...

continued from page 1

and 111 Percenter fascistic militias and the
fascist Proud Boys. The Democrats, now in
control of both houses of Congress, sought
to split Republican “moderates” from the
hard-core Trump supporters with the im-
peachment of Trump for “incitement of in-
surrection.” To no avail, as the Republicans
closed ranks behind Trump and the myth
of an election “stolen” by the “deep state.”
This will now be the legend that right-wing
reaction rallies around, as those nostalgic
for the slave South embraced the mytholo-
gy of the “Lost Cause” of the Confederacy
— while black people were subjugated by
Jim Crow segregation, KKK night riders
and lynching. The stage is set for parlia-
mentary warfare in Congress, and violent
racist attacks by bitter-end Trumpers.

The response by Biden to the seismic
shock of the assault on Congress was to call
for national “unity,” the theme of his January
20 inaugural address. But even as he spoke
over and over of “uniting,” the Democratic
president said he knew it could “sound like
a foolish fantasy.” Just about everyone in
bourgeois politics and the media agreed that
it was exactly that — an impossibility in the
deeply polarized U.S. Almost all Republi-
can members of Congress refused to cer-
tify the Biden presidency and 31% of the
electorate (which translates into almost 50
million people) still says the election, which
the Democrat won by a margin of 7 million
votes, was fraudulent. This sharp division
was soon shown as the new bourgeois ad-
ministration’s $1.9 trillion American Res-
cue Plan passed the House and the Senate
with not a single Republican voting in favor.
Yet three-quarters of voters support the plan
(including 60% of Republicans).

Biden delivered his address in a capital
city turned into an armed camp, occupied
by 25,000 National Guard troops, specially
vetted to weed out “extremists,” with gov-
ernment buildings sealed off with ten-foot-
high fences, before a National Mall with no
people but instead hundreds of thousands of
small U.S. flags, to symbolize the by now
more than half a million people in the Unit-
ed States who have died of COVID-19 over
the last year. As the presidential calls for
unity, civility, coming together, bipartisan-
ship and ending “this uncivil war” fall flat,
the Democratic administration is preparing
to beef up the repressive apparatus of po-
lice and military forces. In particular, Biden
has announced his intent to pass a “domes-
tic terrorism law.” While he cited “white
supremacy” in his speech, all past history
shows that any such laws will be primarily
used against anti-racist and leftist protesters.

“The Revenge of the Deep State”

As Trump’s intent to hang onto the
presidency no matter what the outcome of
the popular vote became clear, the Demo-
crats and some “moderate” Republicans
launched various initiatives to thwart this.
As we wrote in our last issue, while “Trump
Looks to Cops and Fascists, Democrats Ap-
peal to Pentagon Brass” (see “Repression
Elections 2020,” The Internationalist No.
61, September-October 2020). A linchpin
was the Transition Integrity Project (TIP),
a “bipartisan collection of 100 current and
former senior government officials,” politi-
cians and other “experts,” who carried out
war games examining various election out-
comes. As we noted, all the scenarios ex-
cept a Biden landslide hinged on the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. The TIP was begun by Rosa
Brooks, a law professor at Georgetown
University and a former top Pentagon offi-
cial in the Clinton administration. Brooks is
the daughter of social-democratic luminary
Barbara Ehrenreich, married to a Special
Forces lieutenant colonel, and member of
Deep State Radio.

Having crushed Bernie Sanders in the
primaries, Biden has staffed his administra-
tion almost exclusively with hardline Clin-
tonites and former officials of the Democratic
administration of Barack Obama. You could
call it “the revenge of the Deep State.” The
Trumpsters talk about the “deep state” as a
conspiracy theory, a secret cabal centered on
security agencies that pulls the strings behind
the backs of the electorate. This is overblown,
but there is a certain reality there. Over the
decades, the United States has seen a huge

expansion of institutional bonapartism,* cor-
responding to the requirements of U.S. im-
perialist world domination. Key sections of
the government operate fairly autonomously
of any semblance of legislative control: think
CIA, NSA, DIA, DHS.2 Liberals such as the
late Gore Vidal talk of a “national security
state.” But the military and police, the special
bodies of armed men, are in fact the core of
the capitalist state.

That imperialist apparatus is staffed by
cadres, or professional operatives, a kind of
capitalist nomenklatura which continues to
operate from one administration to the next,
no matter which party is formally in office.
In the U.S., the continuity of policy is main-
tained via various think tanks, foundations,
consulting companies and the like. Republi-
cans staff their administrations with person-
nel from the conservative Heritage Founda-
tion, the libertarian Cato Institute, etc. The
Democrats draw theirs from the Ford and
Rockefeller Foundations, the Center for a
New American Security, and the like.

This administration’s top State De-
partment and Pentagon personnel have
been drawn from a private equity company,
Pine Island Capital Partners, and a consul-
tancy, WestExec, set up in 2017 by former
Obama administration Pentagon officials.
The new Defense Department chief, Gen-
eral Lloyd Austin I11, was the former head
of the Central Command under Obama, re-
sponsible for all U.S. forces in the Middle
East, for arming Islamist “rebels” against
the Syrian government and for the bomb-
ing war against the Islamic State. So much
for civilian control of the military! Austin
was a board member of defense contrac-
tor Raytheon, a mainstay of the “military-
industrial complex,” and a Pine Island
partner. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
was Vice President Biden’s national secu-
rity advisor, responsible for supplying the
Syrian Islamist mercenaries, in on the as-
sassination of Osama Bin Laden, and sub-
sequently the founder of WestExec and a
partner in Pine Island (headed by the for-
mer CEOQ of Merrill Lynch).

So the heads of Democrat Biden’s
diplomatic and military team are certified
deep-staters, Wall Street profiteers, mass
murderers ... and Cold Warriors. Blinken
and Austin are currently carrying out “An
About-Face on China Policy by Biden’s
Team” (New York Times, 18 March), which
“seems to adopt much of the Trump admin-
istration’s conviction that the world’s two
biggest powers are veering dangerously
toward confrontation” and “more directly
repudiates the prevailing view of the last
quarter century that deep economic inter-
dependence could be counted on to temper
fundamental conflicts” with Beijing. The

! Basing himself on the example of Louis Na-
poléon-Bonaparte, who seized power in France
in 1852 and proclaimed himself emperor, Karl
Marx used the term bonapartism to signify the
sidelining of bourgeois-democratic governing
norms by the military/police apparatus. See the
Internationalist Group Class Readings, Marx-
ism vs. Bonapartism (2004).

2 Central Intelligence Agency, National Security
Agency, Defense Intelligence Agency, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

% Leon Trotsky analyzed the nature of the layer
that usurped power in the Soviet Union under
Stalin, and called for a proletarian political
revolution to oust the parasitic bureaucracy of
the degenerated workers state. The Stalinists
didn’t refer to their apparatus as a bureaucracy,
of course, but instead referred to the nomen-
klatura, a list of names of cadres who could be
shifted from one position to another.



authors of a 2017 Foreign Affairs article
that proclaimed the “the end of a post-Cold
War construct that assumed these two great
powers had to learn to get along,” Kurt
Campbell and Ely Ratner, are now respec-
tively the White House Asia coordinator
and the Pentagon’s top official for Asia.

After four years of falsely blaming
Hillary Clinton’s defeat in the 2016 elec-
tion on Russian interference, complaining
that Trump was in Vladimir Putin’s pocket
and inconsistent on Xi Jinping, the Demo-
crats are out to prove that they are the true
Cold Warriors. Last week Biden called
Putin a “killer,” and the next day Blinken
met with top Chinese officials in Alaska to
berate them over Hong Kong, Taiwan and
Xinjiang, where both Biden and Trump’s
Secretary of State accused China of “geno-
cide,” a total fabrication. Then Washington
acted shocked to hear the Chinese respond
to this “human rights” imperialist rhetoric
by pointing to police repression of Black
Lives Matter demos. The New York Times
(21 March) headlined: “That Was Fast:
Blowups with China and Russia in Biden’s
First 60 Days.” The media are trying to
play it down, saying that the “competition”
is mainly over technology, cyberconflict
and influence. Fat chance.

It is true that the U.S. has vast military
superiority in firepower against China and
Russia, and that neither of those countries is
looking to launch a war against the most pow-
erful imperialist country in the world. But
things could get out of hand, and Washington
could miscalculate. 1t’s happened before. In
2016 we wrote that Hillary Clinton was the
candidate most likely to start a war with Rus-
sia. The recent rounds of sharply increased
tensions with Moscow began when Clinton,
as Obama’s Secretary of State, worked to-
gether with fascists and ultra-rightist nation-
alists to drag Ukraine into NATO and turn
it into a U.S./European Union satellite on
Russia’s doorstep. They were surprised when
Putin annexed Crimea, with the support of
its majority Russian population. If tensions
escalate in the South China Sea, where the
head of the U.S. Navy’s Indo-Pacific Com-
mand is itching to provoke a military clash,
things could blow up.

As the warmongering mounts, the
League for the Fourth International’s de-
fense of the Chinese deformed workers
state against imperialism and counterrevo-
lution stands out in stark relief. In 2019-
20, the LFI denounced the U.S.-fostered
anti-communist riots in Hong Kong while
the opportunist left acted as running dogs
of U.S. imperialism, barking as Washing-
ton banged the war drums over “human
rights.” Meanwhile, Biden Democrats as
well as Trump Republicans scapegoat Chi-
na for the coronavirus. Yet China with its
planned economy acted quickly and mas-
sively to contain the deadly outbreak while
throughout the capitalist world, with its
disorganized, profit-driven health systems,
COVID-19 has unleashed a tidal wave of
death. And over the last year, the all-sided
China-bashing is reflected in a huge in-
crease in racist attacks on Asian Ameri-
cans. It’s clear: the bipartisan anti-China
war drive fuels anti-Asian bigotry.

Empty “Reforms,”
Deportations and Repression
While pursuing an aggressive imperi-
alist agenda abroad, on the domestic front
Biden is pushing a dual-track policy of
“progressive” reform bills with no chance
of being enacted, to keep the liberals (and
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Liberal war hawks take the reins of U.S. imperialism again. Above: Joe Biden
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and his current Secretary of State, Antony Blinken (top right, leaning forward),
in the war room with Barack Obama and his Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton,
watch the assassination of Osama Bin Laden in real time, 2011.

their left camp followers) quiet, combined
with stepped-up repression. The media not-
ed that the Biden Democrats were able to
keep their left flank in line and squelch any
serious protests before Inauguration Day.
Now they have rushed proposed immigra-
tion and labor reforms through the House
(while dropping the $15 per hour minimum
wage because of objections of an unelected
parliamentarian), very consciously send-
ing them to the Senate to die. Their hope
is that mass vaccination and the $1.9 tril-
lion American Rescue Plan, amounting to
more than 9% of last year’s gross domestic
product, along with moratoriums on evic-
tions and student loan payments, extended
unemployment benefits, $1,400 “stimulus”
checks and $3,600 per child tax credits,
will tide them over.

The administration’s first crisis is over
immigration policy, with the arrival of
thousands of desperate Central American
refugees at the southern border. After an In-
auguration Day “100-day pause on certain
removals” was blocked by a Texas judge,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(I.C.E.) in fact speeded up deportations,
expelling 29,000 in Biden’s first month in
office. The Border Patrol is turning away
adults and families, using Trump’s CO-
VID emergency order, while letting unac-
companied minors in, to be held in over-
crowded facilities.* It has begun “surprise
deportations,” loading families in vans
while giving them false reassurances, and
then dumping them back in Mexico. Now
the first photos have come out of children
being held in “pods,” lying on thin mats
with nothing but foil sheets to cover them,
as under Trump in 2018 ... or deporter-in-
chief Obama in 2014. The wanton cruelty
—and hypocrisy — is staggering.

Meanwhile, police murder and racist
repression have escalated. After the wan-
ton killing of George Floyd by a Minne-
apolis cop last May, the unprecedented
daily and nightly mass marches of millions
protesting the cops’ assault on black lives
continued for weeks. But despite decep-
tive liberal/reformist calls to “defund the
police,” no real changes were made any-
where in the functioning of capitalist “law
enforcement.” And the number of dead ex-
acted by the racist police murder machine,
far from diminishing in the face of protest,
jumped sharply. In 2020, 2,206 civilians
were killed by cops, far above the average

4 See “Stop Biden’s Deportations, Let the Kids
Go!” on page 10 of this issue.

of 1,400 police killings annually in the pre-
vious 19 years of this century.® In Britain,
by way of comparison, three people were
killed by police last year, and a total of 22
since 2001. The systemic racism of U.S.
capitalism, rooted in the heritage of chattel
slavery, is undeniable and ever-present.

In this panorama of generalized capi-
talist rot of a putrefying system, the bour-
geoisie has to resort to extraordinary mea-
sures by the central axes of the capitalist
state, the repressive apparatus of the po-
lice, the military and the courts — which Joe
Biden more than anyone else represents.
They are already planning large-scale re-
pression. In 2018, the Pentagon had a war
game that they called the “Z-bellion.”
What happens when young people born
after 1996 rise up, they asked. The official
description begins: “Although millenni-
als experienced these events [like 9/11]
during their coming of age, Gen Z lived
through them as part of their childhood.”
It goes on, “many found themselves stuck
with excessive college debt when they dis-
covered employment options did not meet
expectations.”® This is what the Pentagon
is gearing up to deal with. The fascistic
militias and small fascist movements will
act as auxiliaries to the military and police
apparatus as the U.S. increasingly moves
toward a bonapartist “strong state.”

So the liberals are wringing their hands
about the need for “policing reforms,” for
more training in crowd control and the like.
There is now a slew of reports — from New
York City to Philadelphia, Baltimore, In-
dianapolis, Chicago, Los Angeles and else-
where — on the brutal police response to the
anti-racist marches last summer. But it’s
not a question of training — the very pres-
ence of cops at protest demonstrations is a
provocation. The fact is, from the time of
slavery on, the police as an institution are
inherently white supremacist. Even where
there are black cops, black police chiefs and
black mayors, they are enforcing racist, cap-
italist “law and order.” The police can’t be
reformed, and certainly can’t be abolished
so long as capital rules. The Internationalist
Group says: Cops out! For workers action
against racist repression! For black libera-
tion through socialist revolution!

° And these figures are only of the publicly re-
ported killings by police agencies. See https://
fatalencounters.org/.

6 “Pentagon War Game Includes Scenario for
Military Response to Domestic Gen Z Rebel-
lion,” The Intercept, 5 June 2020.
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Far from “defunding” the police,
Biden — who portrays himself as the cops’
BFF and has always sought the support of
police “unions” — has called for $300 mil-
lion more to beef up the COPS (Commu-
nity Oriented Policing) program. Since last
fall, Biden has been calling for a “domestic
terrorism” law, and as noted earlier, in his
inaugural address he talked of confronting
“white supremacy.” But as the Democratic
administration gets down to drafting its
law, the language shifts. In January, the
DHS issued a National Terrorism Advisory
about “ideologically-motivated extrem-
ists.” And who might those be? At the be-
ginning of March, the Director of National
Intelligence issued a Domestic Violent
Extremism alert. It lists racially motivated
violent extremists, animal rights/environ-
mental extremists, etc., and then “anarchist
violent extremists” who “oppose all forms
of capitalism.”

You canbe sure thatthe implementation
of this law against “DVEs,” or domestic
violent extremists, will be used against the
left. How could it be otherwise? January 6
showed like a flash of lightning the role of
military and police in fascistic groups. In
a February 16 town hall meeting on CNN,
Biden himself talked “about the impact
of former military, former police officers,
on the growth of white supremacy” -
and everyone knows that it’s not just
“former.” Now in Portland we are getting
a taste of the repressive future. A trio of
judges in Oregon has legalized the police
practice of “kettling,” which the Portland
Police Bureau resumed in early March,
surrounding an entire  demonstration,
detaining and photographing everyone
with their IDs. Kettling is a violation of
democratic rights — Fourth Amendment
rights against unreasonable search and
seizure, First Amendment rights to freedom
of assembly — but now it’s back.

Even more ominous are the terms
in which the courts authorized the use of
such police-state tactics. A U.S. district
judge ruled in January that “officers are
entitled to have reasonable suspicion as
to a moderately cohesive group,” even if
those in it are not ideologically aligned.
A Multnomah County judge ruled that a
police officer needs only to have an “ob-
jectively reasonable basis to suspect crimi-
nal activity is either afoot or about to be
afoot,” and can cite some specific facts.
And in December a U.S. magistrate judge
dismissed a class-action suit by the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and
declared kettling legal. So this is already
being used against the left, with the full-
throated support of Portland’s Democratic
mayor Ted Wheeler, who is also in charge
of the police who have beaten, pepper-
sprayed, kettled and banned anti-racist and
anti-fascist demonstrations.

Meanwhile, in New York City police
viciously attacked a Black Lives Matter
march on Martin Luther King Day. Today,
not only are Democratic big city mayors
the bosses of the racist killer cops, as we
have repeated, now they are also nationally
as well. As the experience of the Obama
administration showed, that will change
nothing. Recall also that Biden denounced
“antifa” in the election campaign, that he
called for police to shoot “rioters” in the
leg, and that Vice President Kamala Har-
ris billed herself as California’s “top cop,”
keeping people in jail even when there was
evidence to prove their innocence.

The Internationalist



For Class Independence from
the Capitalist Parties and State

Workers have begun fighting, as we
foresaw from the onset of the pandemic a
year ago, with a series of strikes and the
Amazon union drive in Alabama, the out-
come of which will have a tremendous
impact (see page 3 of this issue). But it’s
not just there. In January there was the
Teamsters strike in New York City’s Hunts
Point Market, the largest produce distribu-
tion center in the U.S. (see page 11). Then
there was the standoff between the Chica-
go Teachers Union and a would-be union-
busting mayor (see “Chicago Teachers in
the Eye of the Storm,” on edworkersunite.
blogspot.com). There is an ongoing strike
by nurses in Worcester, Massachusetts
against one of the biggest, most anti-union
for-profit hospital chains in the country.
There is the fight of immigrant women
laundry workers in NYC, fired for organiz-
ing a union (see page 13), and the fight by
I ATSE (stage hands) union workers against
a lockout by the Portland Trail Blazers.

On March 9, the Democratic-controlled
House of Representatives passed the Protect
the Right to Organize (PRO) Act. It includes
some fairly far-reaching provisions, which
AFL-CIO bureaucrats believe would make it
somewhat easier to organize unions. (Wheth-
er that would do much against a hard-nosed
anti-union employer with lots of resources,
like Amazon, is another matter.) The bill
would make it illegal to fire strikers; classify
“subcontractors” such as Uber/Lyft drivers
as employees with labor rights; reinstitute
the agency shop (i.e., overturn the Janus
ruling), and even eliminate the provisions
of the Taft-Hartley law banning secondary
boycotts and strikes. But these are amend-
ments to the National Labor Relations Act
based on the 1935 Wagner Act, which was
passed by the Democratic administration of
Franklin D. Roosevelt to gain government
control of labor through the National Labor
Relations Board (NLRB) after the explosive
1934 strikes in Minneapolis, San Francisco
and Toledo, Ohio.

We see today how unions are ham-
strung by government regulations, no-strike
clauses and bans on just about every effec-
tive labor tactic from sit-down strikes to fly-
ing picket squads. Yet almost all the labor
movement, and most of the left, is enthusing
over the PRO Act, particularly regarding the
Amazon union drive in Alabama. The inter-
net outlet Left Voice (19 March) criticizes
“many on the Left” who have “uncritically
praised” the bill and lists ways in which the
legislation would “strengthen the bonds
between organized labor and the state,” in-
cluding compulsory arbitration in first con-
tracts. But it concludes, “we should most
definitely support and even fight for the pas-
sage of the PRO Act.” So while huffing and
puffing, these “left” social democrats tail
after the Democratic Party. The Internation-
alist Group, in contrast, calls to break with
the Democrats and fights against all forms
of control of labor by the capitalist state.

When the Obama administration early
on introduced the Employee Free Choice
Act (EFCA), to make card checks suffi-
cient to recognize a union, we explained,
“Why Marxists Oppose All Government
Intervention in the Unions” (The Interna-
tionalist No. 28, March-April 2009). We
underlined how Leon Trotsky in his unfin-
ished essay, “Trade Unions in the Epoch
of Imperialist Decay” (August 1940), in-
sisted on “complete and unconditional in-
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dependence of the trade unions in relation
to the capitalist state,” and cited how the
Trotskyists in the 1930s opposed the Wag-
ner Act as restricting the right to strike. The
way to get rid of the ban on secondary boy-
cotts is not to beg the bosses’ government
but for militant trade unionists to dispatch
flying squads to picket out the plants. It can
be done. It has been done. But that requires
a class-struggle labor leadership prepared
to take on and defeat the capitalists, their
parties, politicians and state.

Triple Pandemic: Socialist
Revolution, the Only Solution

Last summer, we wrote that U.S. capi-
talism was facing a “triple pandemic” of
a deadly plague, racist police murder and
mass unemployment.” In many ways, the is-
sues facing us today are the same as then,
with one major difference: now the Demo-
crats hold the levers of power in Washing-
ton and many states, as well as most large
cities. Last year protests against racist police
brutality and discontent over the response to
COVID-19 were channeled into support for
the Democratic Party in order to get the rac-
ist, misogynist, xenophobe Trump out. The
vast majority of the left joined in this, either
calling to vote for Biden or vowing to “de-
fend the vote” and install Biden as president
in the face of a Trump *“coup.” The oppor-
tunist left is co-responsible for putting the
Democratic administration in office, and
they act like it, pressuring it for more mon-
ey, calling to “hold Biden’s feet to the fire,”
rather than opposing it outright.

In contrast, from Trump’s very first
day in the White House, the International-
ist Group proclaimed: “To Defeat Trump...
and the Democrats, Fight for Workers
Revolution” (The Internationalist No. 46,
January-February 2017).” Last fall we de-
clared (in “Repression Elections 2020”):
“The workers and oppressed should not
give one vote for Democrats, Republicans
or any capitalist part