On International Workers Day

Urgent Appeal from the
Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions

Brothers and Sisters of unions and other labor organizations in the United States of
America:

In the midst of pain and blood, in the displacement camps, amidst the rubble, and the ruins
of our homes, workshops, factories, stores, and institutions destroyed by the 'Israeli"
occupation, using U.S.-made weapons, in the name of the Palestinian General Federation of
Trade Unions (PGFTU), we call on you for solidarity.

Instead of celebrating with you on May 1st, International Workers Day, we are busy
shrouding dozens of people who are being killed around the clock in the middle of a
genocidal war against our people - in every sense of that word. This has led to the
destruction of everything in the Gaza Strip (hospitals, health centers, schools, universities,
streets, water purification, sewage, and other infrastructure, factories, shops, cultural
centers, mosques, churches, and even unborn children), none of which were spared by the
occupation’s bombs, missiles and shells (including internationally banned weapons, like
white phosphorus).

We are living through wholesale slaughter and forced dislocation - ethnic cleansing -
committed against us. This devastating war and its catastrophes have forced upon us in the
PGFTU in Gaza significant responsibilities to collect the broken bodies and even pieces of
our people, healing the wounded, and trying to ease their pain (without anesthetics,
antibiotics, or other medicine), dealing with the psychological trauma (especially of the
children), while trying to convey the truth of this suffering and the humanitarian and
environmental catastrophe to the world.

Since the beginning of the aggression, we in the PGFTU have considered ourselves an
integral part of our people - not separated from their reality. We have lost thousands of
members, union offices, facilities, and other institutions.

Despite our efforts to provide relief to our people with the limited support we have received
and to raise the voice of our people loudly in international forums, we have encountered
shocking silence and neglect by the international labor movement. However, we recognize
there have been some exceptional examples of unions, clearly demonstrated in leading
protests denouncing the Zionist war of genocide being waged on the Gaza Strip.

Dear comrades in the American unions,

Several actions have come to light during the aggression, which must be closely observed
and exposed, most notably:



First, U.S. unions need to expose the extent of the war crimes and genocide committed
against our people and the biased American position and complicity in enabling the
aggression. This must be confronted and continue to be protested to exert pressure against
the export of U.S.-made weapons to the occupation. Pressure must be increased on the U.S.
administration to abandon these hostile actions against the Palestinian people.

Secondly, There is the Israeli decision to suspend or terminate the contracts of thousands of
workers in the Gaza Strip by local, Arab, and international institutions in connection with
the war of extermination, depriving employees of their rights and compensation. It would
have been better for these institutions to strengthen the workers' economic security by
implementing support packages instead of firing them from work. This issue must be at the
core of your concerns and struggle.

Third: The international labor movement, including the International Federation of Trade
Unions, retreated to verbal positions without taking measures on the ground or pressuring
the decision-makers to stop this war of extermination, limiting union activities to
conferences and statements and not delving deeply into the need to guarantee
humanitarian aid, or influencing international public opinion to expose the truth about
Zionist crimes and the practices of the allied countries that continue to support Israel.

Among these steps is the struggle to ban the occupation’s trade unions internationally, as
they are partners in the war of genocide. In particular, we call on American unions to
boycott these unions to protest their complicity in this genocidal war.

Fourth, Unions can play an influential role in the United States to provide relief for
hundreds of thousands of workers’ families whose homes and workplaces have been
destroyed, leaving them to shelter in tents without any work or income. You can contribute
to financial projects and relief funds for workers and temporary social security through
coordination with the International Trade Union Confederation to alleviate the suffering of
thousands of our people.

Dear comrades...

We call on you to be our voice and advocate inside and outside America. What our people are
experiencing and what workers and unions, in particular, are exposed to is the most horrific
catastrophe known to humanity in recent decades. We ask that you convey our message and
give voice to the suffering of hungry, starving workers and their families—not just to the
American people, not just to your unions, but to the entire world.

We are a people enduring bombardment, hunger, disease, and all forms of suffering, but we
are determined to live, to stand firm, and to rebuild from this destruction with our blood
and many sacrifices.

Thank you for your efforts, and happy new year on International Workers Day. We will
certainly carry the banner of victory despite the killing and destruction.

From your comrades/trade and professional unions in Gaza
Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions

Signatory: Basheer Al-Sisi, Member of the General Secretariat of the Palestinian General
Federation of Trade Unions - City of Gaza

FEDER 714
o l')’lr ”

Faweyt
o G

$

&
g0t ¥

S MG
Sy

g




@Iy Pl (Bane wpdz slus
85 (3 dugelly Aol WL Wlaldl e yabe
AS5yaY) Busiall LY § ddlasdl Lladl § 591 (3,

G Wiluswgag Byling Liaslimag Lidyy (olash ey pB1 Jawgy ol Olowdes 39 slodly @I U3 (50
oSl 4z g5 Ldgs doymmally uall &S0yl Aol LM Loasuiue (JoBOL "L DY oo
0259 deadl 14 Jatind W3l el Jlaadl ams Sblg iz OF oo Jg sl Joladl sl 1
b duo duclaz 80| > @uas 39 cdelud] Hlde e Ogdgaduw cpddl Ol dall (1aSS § Oyl giine
owldally dsuall 3S1,0dly (381l ol ddiue]! c&Ua.ﬁJ‘ @ £ 5% S Wped (arn o Al des o SO
Gl omid IV (a8 agasys @) DYl JabYl a9 caibanlly dasill gully §)lsadly Olaslxlly
LaladYly diiuanlly diliall 48R (gleldly Bradall Lyl ody s S5 (@l randl Ay
oy s AT oz (§ 8268 OWgge plol 0585 O 852 (3 dugall dwlad] sl § by
Gl (3 Wly .y doludYl &)81g d8gumall e BUlacll 0dn Bygue J&5 3 01939 cAclrgly dogy>
@) 1 o5 daiis oy gt (o Skl Togr Ll iad Olgabadl sty dio duigally ddlandl coblad
d9dseall pedll Luads 2] (§ Lager g ¢ slox JSio Gluwially Jlaall o YY) Bdady L,y
oo Jalais 38 Cae Al Lwddasel LT Y] cddoudl Jaladl § Wle Uund wigio gd)s ik I
Gy Badindl Al ol bisN Bald (3 K050l (3 diolsg pledl bl j93 (e Jraew cddodll oblal
B3¢ glad e a3 (@I ddgagaall B2LYI

LS5y bl § sheYl 3B,

oo sl Jladly bylasivly Wit com @y Olguadl sl madl (e il Sllaall o dox
gl Aoy Lol

o Olsaall (£1ls Sloviadl (oped) (aBgall didig Uuad 35w duclozd! BabYly dogyadl x> /Y4
dggrngy wlhalally Olrbusdl dbolgey (d Guuailly digzrlgey (ASopdl SLlal Jd e o)lgh)
0 &S0l Y1 U5 S (e Jasally «olSI (03691 Pl jaduas CaBy ST (e Jasall dugylesy
(ebreadd)l o) Golaall Cablgall 0

van Jd e B2 glad § Jleally cnabgell OYT sgie slgi] of Jiad Wbl muady dgzlge /LG
Syblall Sy egdsi> oo cnabgall Olay> of B3LYI Loyon Told)l ddsully duyally ddoradl Oluwwall
dhad Y ees py> Jaily Jleadly (rabbgell eN§a dgauo iats peds Ol Oluwiell 0 (po Ju2YI OF was
(Slaly (Silalazal o (3 050 O Com goupgall 1o 0] L dasdl e



de dsluee wlghs g9 ddadl (ablge 3 Jol bl slxil g (a9 ddsull wbladl lasSI /WG
pdeg @lldly Wleigell e doladl laall Hlaidly 8abYl iy a8yl Hlall mile e datls (o)
Jsll wllasy Josenall eVl dad> madl Jodll pladl gl @ AW 5T SV goo5all (3 Lehass
ol e 5589 3] payky (589 oly Jas aBge (o5 olnil cdolel B35l oy OF oy Al
> § Aoa bylaeh Wos oSl bl bl Jla> ST e Jladl 98 Olghasdl sda s
e rlrisl JlasYl GUlE dablioey 1,8 311 ) 4ol GLED goui pograsdl drg ey 8oL
oYl oy (3 Laygd

Ol § S S skl o O 9 S Koyl (3 bl daals OF Sy I SISl Alagy
Jos T O3 Al @ ol dlas 0BG Ciuad o pglilio Candd (21 Jloadl il oo YT wliad LI
Gl pe o) 5]l L?Cl.o.o)’\ Olasally Jloall ddle 320buog 2oyline Lﬁ | ga Ll ol Pﬁ&n&; (J3o ol
Lnds po VYN 8Blae oz J 9l blasdl sl xo

R EN ]

Loy lunds 4 ooy Lod clgzylsg Kopel 15 § d>aball by limg Liodlng Lgao 193955 OF 650 g U]
oShaz Lo cudad! diall (§ Ll Widye 45)8 aladl 9o (oguasd] dzg e bladly Jleall &) (5,03
J 6LLES Vg S0y antid) pud camezd! ] (£92)) Wlas slasl igang Wswo Jbadl 3 oY1 dd gl
Bale) deg dgasally Bl e qasae 4T Y] LKAl SO Casliall dde Jadud Caass lgd caaxl pllal)
Alouatg dedg oddzo Hledd! 1 <l

Jlaall pgy duwwlioy p3e (@Sl ple Sy Sage e (oS 1S

Sledlly Juddl 02y maidl &) Joswiws lai> Ll

glad § dugolly ddlaall wLladll [SBL) e

836 dude — (pbawdd Jlos ©Lla pladl sl doladl LY guae gupand] pdy = 838




